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spent years in Castro’s dungeons for her ac-
tivism. Because she spoke out about the uni-
versality of freedom, she has spent time in
jail. She was recently released from her pris-
on term because of her poor health. Yet nei-
ther her health nor the threat of danger has
deterred this good woman, this pioneer for
liberty.

Just last week, Marta was one of the 10
opposition leaders beaten by Cuban police
and security forces for distributing copies of
the universal declaration for human rights.
This courageous woman knows that freedom
is not going to come to Cuba by trading one
oppressive Castro regime for another. Today
I have a message for the people of Cuba:
Viene el dia de su libertad. Your day of free-
dom is coming. And until that day, the
United States will stand with all the dis-
sidents working together to bring freedom
to Cuba, including a brave woman named
Marta Beatriz Roque Cabello.

America honors women like Aung San Suu
Kyi of Burma. For 12 of the last 18 years,
this extraordinary woman has been kept
under house arrest by Burma’s brutal military
regime. Her only crime was to lead a political
party that enjoys the overwhelming support
of the Burmese people. During the long and
lonely years of Daw Suu Kyi’s imprisonment,
the people of Burma have suffered with her.
Aung San Suu Kyi has never wavered. Her
courage and her writings have inspired mil-
lions, and in so doing, have put fear into the
hearts of the leaders of the Burmese junta.

And that’s why the regime has called a vote
in May to ratify a dangerously flawed con-
stitution, one that bars Suu from ever leaving
her country. Aung San Suu Kyi has said to
the American people: “Please use your lib-
erty to promote ours.” We're doing all we
can, and we will continue to do so until the
tide of freedom reaches the Burmese shores
and frees this good, strong woman.

Americans are inspired by the examples of
these women and the women we honor here
today. We will continue to support their work
and the work of women across the world who
stand up for the freedom of their people.

One of America’s finest poets was a woman
named Emma Lazarus, who is most famous
for writing the verses carved into the base
of the Statue of Liberty. Those verses de-
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scribe the copper icon as “a mighty woman
with a torch” to light the way for all “yearning
to breathe free.” During Women’s History
Month and at this celebration of Inter-
national Women’s Day, we are proud that
the most recognizable symbol of America’s
love for freedom is “a mighty woman.” And
we reaffirm our commitment to light the way
for all—both women and men—"yearning to
be free.”

And now, I'd like to ask Laura and Sec-
retary Chao and Secretary Peters and the
Members of Congress who are here to join
me on stage as I proudly sign Women’s His-
tory Month proclamation.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to White House Press Secretary Dana
Perino; President Aleksandr Lukashenko of
Belarus; and former President Fidel Castro Ruz
and President Raul Castro Ruz of Cuba. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of the First Lady.

Proclamation 8225—Women’s
History Month, 2008

March 10, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Women’s History Month, we cele-
brate the courage, foresight, and resolve of
women who have strengthened our democ-
racy.

America has been transformed by strong
women whose contributions shaped the his-
tory of our country. Amelia Earhart became
the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic,
and she inspired generations of women to
follow their dreams. Physicist Chien-Shiung
Wu helped advance our knowledge and un-
derstanding of the world through her
achievements in atomic research. Harriet
Tubman fought racial injustice and opened
doors for more Americans to participate fully
in our society.

Today, women are continuing this legacy
of leadership as entrepreneurs, doctors,
teachers, scientists, lawyers, artists, and pub-
lic officials. They are also providing guidance
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and care to their loved ones and strength-
ening America’s families and communities.
We also remember the women of the United
States Armed Forces who are serving our
country with honor and distinction across the
world.

This month, we honor the extraordinary
women of our Nation’s past and recognize
the countless women who are demonstrating
leadership in every aspect of American life.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2008 as
Women’s History Month. I call upon all our
citizens to observe this month with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities
that honor the history, accomplishments, and
contributions of American women.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 12, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 13.

Remarks on Arrival in Nashville,
Tennessee
March 11, 2008

The President. This is Dr. Christian, Dr.
Karla Christian, who really symbolizes the
best of America. She and a team of hers have
performed a surgery on a little Iraqi girl who
was discovered by United States marines.
People in Nashville raised the money for the
family; they were supported by the marines
there in Iraq. Some of the marines raised
money, and they sent this little girl, whose
heart was ailing, to America, right here to
Nashville. And Karla and her team healed
the little girl, and she’s back in Iraq.

And the contrast couldn’t be more vivid.
We got people in Iraq who murder the inno-
cent to achieve their political objectives, and
we've got Americans who heal the broken
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hearts of little Iraqi girls. Ours is a compas-
sionate nation that believes in the universality
of freedom. And ours is a nation full of loving
souls that when they find a stranger in need
will lend their God-given talents to help that
stranger. And that’s precisely what hap-
pened.

Karla G. Christian. Thank you.

The President. 1 want you to thank your
team there for all the good work you've done.

Dr. Christian. Thank you for all you've
done.

The President. God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:29 a.m. at Nash-
ville International Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Karla G. Christian, associate chief of pe-
diatric cardiac surgery and director of pediatric
cardiac surgical education, Monroe Carell Jr. Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, and her patient,
Amina Al’a Thabit.

Remarks to the National Religious
Broadcasters Convention in

Nashville
March 11, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you
for the warm welcome. Nothing better than
being introduced by a fellow Texan. [Ap-
plause] And it’s good to see some of my Texas
buddies here—l[applause]—like my friend
Evans from Dallas. Good to see you, Tony.
Thanks for letting me come by.

This is kind of a rambunctious crowd.
[Laughter] 1 really am pleased to be with
you. For 64 years, this association has
brought together some of the most memo-
rable voices of the—our Christian commu-
nity here in America. You've preached the
blessings of grace and understanding and pa-
tience. I've needed all three during my time
as President. [Laughter]

I was very young when I first learned about
obedience to a higher power—and my moth-
er sends her best to you. [Laughter] T am
surrounded by strong women and have been
all my wife. [Laughter] And speaking about
a strong and gracious woman, Laura sends
her love and best.

We have something else in common: Each
of us has had doors opened to us by the same
man. He led the way for America’s religious



